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Khuvsgul Lake National Park is one of Mongolia’s most popular 
tourist destinations and supports global biodiversity values 
and the country’s largest source of freshwater. Climate change 
threatens these values. Many protected areas across Asia 
and the Pacific are also threatened by climate change, yet 
few quantitative studies or applied management guidance 
is available for land managers. This study presents the first 
quantitative assessment of climate change impacts to a 
protected area in Mongolia, and identifies climate risks and 
adaptation measures for three dimensions: biodiversity, 
livelihoods, and tourism.
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Protected areas are essential to help address the 
global extinction crisis that threatens biodiversity, 
and to buffer against the impacts of climate change. 
Protected area management can be regarded as a 
type of “nature-based solution” to climate change, 
and needs to be incorporated into rural and urban 
development planning.
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Building the Climate Change Resilience of Mongolia’s Blue Pearl
A Case Study of Khuvsgul Lake National Park

Climate change threatens to undermine the conservation values of protected areas, such as Khuvsgul 
Lake National Park (KLNP), one of Mongolia’s largest and most visited parks. Khuvsgul Lake is sacred to 
Mongolians and is known locally as the Blue Pearl. This publication presents the first quantitative assessment 
of the potential impacts of climate change to a protected area in Mongolia in relation to three dimensions: 
biodiversity, livelihoods, and tourism. Building resilience to climate change for the KLNP is critical and 
requires collaboration and coordination between national and international agencies, focused on addressing 
unsustainable livestock grazing and unmanaged tourism, improving habitat connectivity, and strengthening 
park management.

About the Asian Development Bank

ADB is committed to achieving a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable Asia and the Pacific, 
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• Protected areas are not only vital to help protect biodiversity 
but are a key type of “nature-based solution” that buffers 
against the impacts of climate change.

• To maximize the benefits of protected areas for providing 
resilience against climate change, land managers and policy 
makers require site-specific adaptation measures and 
guidance based on science.

• Existing protected area networks need to be included in 
urban and rural development planning in order to maximize 
the benefits that protected areas can provide for climate 
resilience
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